
Hi Mr. Ruff,  

I teach a Grade 4/5/6 class at Paisley Central and we’ve set aside a lot of time this week to do 

some learning, reflecting and thinking about the 215 bodies found in British Columbia last week. 

We recognize and know that the Indigenous Communities have been hurting for a very long 

time and now the rest of Canada is realizing the pain and hurt that’s been placed on their 

communities for far too long. As a class, we discussed how we can support Indigenous People 

and one solution we came up with was to write to you, our Member of Parliament. We’ve been 

discussing how to properly go about expressing your concerns to someone and the proper 

channels to go through. I hope you find these letters insightful and touching. These kids really 

do care.  

Thanks for your time,  

Allison McLeod  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Alex Ruff,  

My name is Ethan Prevost from Paisley ON, and I want to talk to you about the discovery of 215 

kids found at a Residential School in BC in a mass grave. I am in grade 6 and I can’t imagine 

being away from my family for such a long period of time. The concept of Residential Schools 

was wrong. Taking children from their homes and forcing them to live in poor conditions with 

little food, overcrowding and forcing them to be more like the white Canadians was just 

definitely not helpful. We Canadians did this horrible thing. I know we have formally apologized 

as a country, but is that enough? I really think we need to seriously help their communities. If I 

think of the town of Paisley, we have clean water, a fire hall, stores and restaurants, a medical 

clinic, a grocery store and some other shops. Why should reserve communities be any different? 

I hope the government is making this a priority. Thank you for your time reading my letter.  

 

From,  

Ethan Prevost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dear Mr Alex Ruff  

Today I am going to talk to you about Indigenous People and why it’s not fair to the indigenous people. 

Why do the Indigenous People have to boil their water before drinking the water? 

How come the Indigenous people have to be taken away from their families? 

How come the Indigenous people were forced to speak a different language? 

Why were the Indigenous people physically abused and sexually abused? 

Who thought taking people away from their families and being forced to speak a different language was 

a good idea? 

Why don’t the Indigenous people get treated as good as us white people or get as much attention as us 

white people? 

How come the government doesn’t care about the Indigenous people? 

Why don’t the Indigenous people have proper health care? 

How come people don’t care about Indigenous people ? Because the Indigenous people were the first to 

find Canada the Europeans didn’t find Canada first .  The Indigenous people already found Canada the 

Europeans found Canada second and they thought the were there first but they weren’t. 

If it wasn’t for the Indigenous people our country wouldn’t be free. 

Who buried the 215 indigenous people in a mass grave? 

Who found the 215 kids in a mass grave? 

Who has the files for the 215 kids? 

 

There was over 130 residential schools in Canada between 1831 and 1996. I hope everyone of these 

properties get turned upside down to find the rest of these stolen children who deserve a proper burial 

for them and their families. 

 

Thank you for letting me share my questions with you.  

From Trenton. 

Grade 4, Paisley Central  

 

 

 



 

Dear Alex Ruff,  

 

I am writing you this letter because I have just found out that so many young kids have been taken from 

their family. Some at the age of 3, so I want to speak for the voices that could not speak. I am a ten-year-

old student from Paisley, and I cannot imagine what Indigenous children must have gone through.  And I 

have just found out that over 215 kids were buried dead in a big hole. A lot of them passed away from 

starvation, sexual abuse, physical abuse, and emotional abuse. The last residential school closed in 1996 

and the people who went to these schools are still suffering. I watched a video that said we cannot just 

forget about 9/11. We also cannot forget about Residential Schools. Indigenous communities are still 

suffering. Did you know that many of them do not have clean drinking water? What about all the 

missing indigenous woman and little girls? We cannot just sit back and forget it ever happened. And at 

the residential school they ripped their identity away and gave them new ones. They made them cut 

their hair, and they made them look more European. Some of them had a religious belief that when a 

special person passed away, that was the only time they cut their hair. But Residential Schools didn’t 

care about those beliefs. We watched a video that said when they cut their hair felt like someone close 

was dying. They made them do stuff that they did not want to do. It really must have been horrible for 

those children.  

Here are some suggestions from me and my the first one is water. There are over 70 communities in 

Ontario today with a boil-water advisory.  A lot of them are Indigenous. Some have to boil water on a 

stove. Some people have been doing the for a long time like 20 years. The government is responsible for 

these communities. It is 2021. They need clean drinking water. I also think that we need to help the 

Indigenous communities. If they need clothes or food, we should give that to them.   

I really hope we see big changes very soon. This hurt has gone on for far too long.  

 

                                                                                                                                          Sincerely  

Drayce Paisley ON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dear Alex Ruff,  

I am an eleven year old student at Paisley Central. I’m writing this letter to you today because I recently 

heard about the mass grave that was found in British Columbia. There were 215 kids – they were 

someone’s son or daughter and it just isn’t fair. When I think about school, school should be a fun 

learning experience, not something that’s horrible and causes all this pain. We need to make things right 

for the Indigenous People of Canada. We were learning that many First Nation Communities don’t have 

clean drinking water. Even if the communities are way up north, they should still have all the services 

that they need. When will these communities have clean drinking water? It really is the least we can do 

for them. Do Indigenous People have equal access to healthcare? I was also wondering are there any 

Indigenous Representatives in the government? I don’t think I’ve ever seen anyone local run that is from 

the Indigenous Community. I hope their voices are heard.  

Thank you for your time. I hope we can make all Canadians proud.  

Sincerely,  

Dylan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dear Alex Ruff, Member of Parliament, Grey-Bruce Owen Sound 

       I am writing this letter to you today because I can't just sit back and 
do nothing. The news of the 215 bodies found in a mass grave from a 

former Kamloops Residential School is just terrifying.  I am standing up 
for those kids who no longer have a voice. Some of the kids that were 
found in a mass grave were 3 years old. The things I have been told 

about the Indigenous school is that it is pretty much like they take the 
kids personality a way and gave them a new one. If they were to talk 

their real Language they got hurt or had to do stuff they don’t want to 
do. They made them dress differently and cut their hair. It is kind of like 
acting. You have a script and you have to be that person and you cannot 

change your roll but in indigenous schools if you don’t do it right you 
either get hurt or must do stuff you don’t want to do. I am really hoping 
the government and all those people in Canada can be understanding of 

all the bad things we did to Indigenous People. I really think that we 
should look at all the Residential School sites for mass graves and do the 
proper thing for these kids. I hope we can make a difference in Canada  

Sincerely, Addison Hutton 

Grade 4, Paisley Central       

P.S Let’s Make Canada A  

Better Place 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Alex Ruff,  

My name is Opal and I’m an eleven-year-old student in Paisley. I am writing to you today because we 

found out at school that in Residential School, 215 bodies were found and that’s just from one school. 

It’s very unfortunate that this has happened, but we can’t change the past. I’m writing to you in hopes 

that we can change the future and how Indigenous people are treated. They were on this land long 

before any settlers came to Canada. I think what we did as settlers and explorers wasn’t fair at all. We 

basically came to their home and told them what to do. A lot of Indigenous people have gone through 

abuse, especially at Residential Schools. School is supposed to be a safe place, not a place that people 

fear or a place that causes trauma. Kids were ripped from their homes and taken away from their family. 

Many students died while at Residential School. The ones that survived, I’ve read stories about them 

going back to their home. They struggled to get back with their family and remember their culture and 

ways to communicate with them. I read a story that talked about a girl who couldn’t communicate with 

her father after she got back from Residential School – how sad!?   and they would cut their hair and if 

they were bad, they would get a red-hot pan and put it on their arms. When I think about Canada, this is 

not how I want to remember it. Let’s right our wrongs and do what we can for Indigenous people.  

Thank you,  

Opal  

Paisley, ON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Mr. Alex Ruff,  

 

My name is Ethen and I’m an eleven year old student at Paisley Central. We have been talking about 

Residential Schools because we heard the news about the 215 bodies that were found in a mass grave in 

Kamloops British Columbia. This makes me really sad and disappointed. This is something our country 

did that was really wrong. How are we going to make this better for these people? I think that survivors 

of Residential Schools should get time and counselling to help with the emotional scars. Being ripped 

from your home would be so traumatizing. Throwing money at the problem won’t exactly fix it, but if 

these people need help, we should help them. I think that we should give these people a proper burial. 

Their lives should be honoured and no one deserves to be thrown into a grave. I also think that a 

donation to one of the groups would be helpful. For us, as white Canadians, we need to know about this 

and be understanding of Indigenous People. Water could also help people. A lot of people are not 

getting proper and healthy water. Those are stuff that could help people that could read.  I'm not trying 

to be rude with any of these or mean, I did and just trying to be nice, not offensive and this is my letter 

about what they should do about this, in my opinion. 

 

Form Ethen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Alex Ruff,  

I’m writing to you today as an eleven-year-old student who is learning 

about Residential Schools. This system that was put in place and 

supported by the government for over 100 years was garbage. Kids 

were taken from their homes, forced to speak another language, ripped 

apart from their family and treated brutally. I’m not sure who thought 

this was a good idea, but it was wrong.  I think it shouldn’t matter what 

colour your skin is, and that everybody should be treated equally, 

because we are all human and we all have feelings. I think that it 

disrespectful. And that it is worse than black slavery. I would not like to 

be ripped away from my family, forced to speak another language, be 

abused, and forced to do things against my religion. This is me letting 

you know I think you should do more about it, thank you for taking a 

few seconds of your day to read this letter. 

Sincerely,  

Kaelyn 

Grade 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, Mr. Alex Ruff 

I just have a few questions regarding to the recent founding of the 215 bodies in a mass grave from a 

former Kamloops residential school. As I was informed, our P.M Justin Trudeau made an apology for 

what happened in the past, but I really want to know is why they are they talking about it like its 

history? It hasn’t even been that long since the last residential school closed. I also, want to ask for your 

opinion on what I think about what happened in the past and still dealing with today with the 

traumatized individuals who have survived the harsh schools. Is saying sorry really enough to restore all 

the lost lives due to our past actions, because I don’t think so. Why didn’t the teachers of the residential 

schools even try to inform the families of the children? How come they had to suffer due to us, our 

selfish selves? We could have just shared the land we didn’t need the indigenous to be like us they are 

their own person, and we didn’t need to change that. 

Now about the 215 bodies what are you planning to do with them? Are you going to try to see if they 

have any distant relatives left? What I think you should do is try you best to identify the children and at 

least put tomb stones to acknowledge the kids who died. I also think that you could have a day to mourn 

over the 215 children and the other children that we haven't found yet. 

You don’t have to do all the things that I stated but I just hope that you take the second one into 

consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JAIRA JHEM R, PENANO 

Grade 6 

 

 



 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ruff,  

My thoughts on Residential Schools 

First of all it never should have happened in the first place because children or anyone should never be 

treated like that. The kids should not have been made to do outside work. They also should not have done 

experiments on any students as well. None of the students had any privacy. The fact that they burned 

babies that were born from being sexually abused which is disgusting. They never had enough food to eat 

and they ate really poor quality food. The students had no contact with their family so they would not 

learn any native culture.  

Thank you,  

Zack  

Grade 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

June 2, 2021  

Dear Mr. Ruff,  

I am writing this letter to you for all those kids who could not write it themselves because their lives 

were taken away. It breaks my heart to hear about all those kids who lost their lives from Residential 

schools. I know what schools supposed to be like and it is nothing like what those kids were going 

through. Schools supposed to make you learn new things and if you have troubled the teacher will be 

there to help you with whatever it is Math, French, history and much more. But sadly, those Kids never 

got to have that experience. I cannot imagine what it would be like for them, they would have been 

abuse in many ways, neglect, and much worse things. I mean could you imagine?! There were kids as 

young as 3 who went there it is so sad and the oldest kids that went there were 16 and that is still 

young. They found over 200 kids and all those kids lost their lives. All those kids got ripped from their 

homes it is not like they got the chose where they wanted to go for a school. People would have just 

come to their house and say your kid is coming with us. When they went to the school, they would be 

forced to speak English and would not be able to speak their Language. Could you imagine being ripped 

from your home and then being forced to speak a different language. If you showed that you missed 

your home, you would get abused and you would also not eat a lot of food so you would be not heathy. 

People can apologize all they want but that does not fix their actions. People lost their lives and by just 

saying sorry does not really fix anything. I have heard so many things in the past few days that happened 

there, and it is so sad.  Like I heard that many communities today still don't have clean drinking water. It 

is also so sad because their family never got to say the proper goodbye to them and it is not like the 

families got a letter saying you child has passed away when everyone was supposed to come back and if 

your kid did not, they just assumed that their kid has passed away. Imagine having to figure out that 

your kid had passed away that would be heart breaking. They also were not allowed to be called their 

name some of the schools just called the students numbers as their name well other schools just gave 

them a new name. So, it is time to make a change.  

  

From: Gracie Thomson  

Grade 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 


